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HISTORY

ECLAM is the veterinary college within Europe for the 
speciality of laboratory animal medicine, and like other 
veterinary speciality colleges is overseen by the European 
Board of Veterinary Specialisation (EBVS, www.ebvs.org). 
ECLAM was founded in 2000 following an initiative of the 
European Society of Laboratory Animal Veterinarians and 

THE PURPOSE OF ECLAM IS TO IMPROVE

� Prevention, diagnosis, control and treatment of diseases 
of laboratory animals 

� Prevention, alleviation, and minimisation of laboratory 
animal pain and distress 

� Training of scientific, animal care and ancillary staff 
� Design and operation of laboratory animal facilities 
� Control of the environment of laboratory animals European Society of Laboratory Animal Veterinarians and 

was awarded full recognition by EBVS in 2008.

MEMBERSHIP

� Active Diplomates 74
� Active Founding Diplomates 7
� Retired Diplomates 2

Total 83

� Control of the environment of laboratory animals 
� Selection and production of animals for research 
� Design and conduction of research

AND TO

� Provide anaesthesia, analgesia and surgery support 
� Develop and manage animal husbandry programs
� Prepare and review animal use protocols 
� Contribute to the humane use of animals in biomedical 

research together with the search for alternatives

REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY TO UNDERTAKE 
BOARD EXAMINATION

1. Have satisfactory moral and ethical standing in relation 
to the practice of veterinary medicine.

2. Be qualified to practice veterinary medicine in Europe.

3. Have completed a 4-year approved or 6-year alternate 
training and experience programme.

4. Be first or primary author of two original articles 
published or accepted for publication in a peer 
reviewed journal. The article shall demonstrate 
application of scientific methods on subjects that are 
relevant to Laboratory Animal Medicine.

5. Be active in laboratory animal medicine for at least 20 

ECLAM APPROVED TRAINING PROGRAMMES

France
Lyon

Germany
Hannover
Mainz
Ulm

Netherlands
Utrecht

Spain
Barcelona 

Sweden
Stockholm/Uppsala

Switzerland
Zurich5. Be active in laboratory animal medicine for at least 20 

hours a week.
Zurich

Duration: 2 days

Multiple choice questions 
• 4 hours 
• 100 questions

Short answers questions 
• 4 hours 
• 20 questions

Essays
• 4 hours
• 4 questions out of 8

Duration: up to 2 days

Oral/practical 1
• large and a small animal 

clinical cases
Oral/practical 2

• facility, equipment and 
records

Spot Session
• "spot-on" session with 

written answers
Viva 
Final interview

WRITTEN EXAM ORAL/PRACTICAL EXAM KEY DATES

� Submission of credentials 1st Nov
� Outcome of credentials review 31st Mar
� Registration for examination 31st May 

(Eligibility is valid for 3 years)

CONCLUSION

DipECLAM is the internationally recognised qualification that 
provides a European specialist status in the field of laboratory 
animal medicine. Membership is gained through examination 
and recognition of credentials following  a formal training 
residency programme, or an alternative route allowing training 
and experience while in full-time employment.  ECLAM 
operates all steps of the qualification process in accordance 
with EBVS rules through three committees dedicated to 
training, credentials and examination. 


